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Amendments to the Claims 

! 1 . (Currently Amended) A process for producing a shaped article having a 

color swirl effect on the surface of said shaped article, the process comprising: 

a) providing a first color concentrate comprising a first colorant carried in 
a mixture of a crystalline organic polymer and an amorphous organic 
polyme r - , - and optiona l ly, providing a s e cond color concentrat e 
compri si ng a s e cond colorant-oarriod in an amorphouo organic 
polym e r, which amorphou s polym e r is oompat i fe l o - w i th4ho polymo Fs 
us e d as carriers for the first colonant ; 

b) providing a flowable organic polymer that is compatible with the color 
concentrat e s concentrate of step a); 

c) transferring the color conc e ntrat es concentrate of step a) and the 
flowable organic polymer of step b) to an extruder or molding machine 
capable of producing shaped articles; 

| * d) providing sufficient heat to maintain the temperature of the mixture of 

step c) above the glass transition temperatures of the polymers of 
steps a) and b) and above the temperatures at which the amorphous 
polym e rs polymer of step a) melt or flow, but below the melting or flow 
temperature of the crystalline polymer of step a); 
e) forming a shaped article by providing sufficient pressure and mixing 

necessary to produce a shaped article A and-thereby distributing the first 
color concontr a t e e concentrate so as to impart a color swirl effect on 
the surface of said shaped article. 

2. (Original) The process of claim 1 , wherein the flowable organic polymer of step 
b) is a thermoplastic. 
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3, (Currently Amended) The process of claim 412, wherein the first and second 

colorants are pigments. 

4. (Original) The process of claim 1, wherein the amorphous organic polymer of step 

a) and the flowable organic polymer of step b) are both selected from the 
group consisting of: a) polymers of vinyl aromatic monomers that are 
unsubstituted or substituted by a Ci to C 4 alkyl group or a chlorine atom, b) 
copolymers of such a vinyl aromatic monomer, and acrylon'rtriie or 
methacrylonltrile that is unsubstituted or substituted by a to C 4 alkyl group, 
c) copolymers of such a vinyl aromatic monomer and a Ci to C 4 alkyl acrylate 
or methacrylate, and d) copolymers of such a vinyl aromatic monomer and a 
C 4 to Ce conjugated diolefln. 

6. (Original) The process of claim 1 , wherein the crystalline organic polymer of step 

a) is polymer of vinyl aromatic monomers that are unsubstituted or substituted 
by a Ci to C 4 alkyl group or a chlorine atom. 

7. (Original) The process of claim 1 , wherein in step c) the extruder or molding 

machine is an injection molding machine or a blow molding machine. 

8. (Original) The process of claim 1 , wherein in step c) the extruder or molding 

machine is an extruder. 

9. (Original) The process of claim 1 , wherein the first colorant comprises from 0.5 

weight percent to 5 weight percent of the first color concentrate. 

10. (Currently Amended) The process of claim 4-12, wherein the second colorant 

comprises from 0.5 weight percent to 5 weight percent of the second color 
concentrate. 
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1 1 . (Original) The process of claim 1 , wherein the shaped article is a barrel for a 

writing instrument, 

12. (New) The process of claim 1 , wherein step a) further comprises providing a 

second color concentrate comprising a second colorant carried in an 
amorphous organic polymer that is compatible with the polymers used as 
carriers for the first colorant 

13. (New) A shaped article having a color swirl effect on the surface of the shaped 

article made in accordance with the process of claim 1 . 

14. (New) The shaped article of claim 13, wherein the shaped article is a barrel for 

a writing instrument. 
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REMARKS 



In conjunction with the RCE filed herewith, please enter the following 
Amendment. The amendments made herein are fully supported by the Application 
as originally-filed. No new matter has been added. 

As the total number of claims does not exceed the number of claims originally 
paid for, no fee is believed due. However if an additional fee is required, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to credit any overpayment or charge any fee 
deficiency to Deposit Account No. 03-2060. 

. An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 



(CUSTOMER NUMBER 25,255) 

Clariant Corporation 
Industrial Property Department 
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Charlotte, North Carolina 28205 
Phone: (704)331-7151 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Anthony Af Bisulca 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 40,913 
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